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Next Wednesday, Josh Platzer

- ghould have celebrated his 17th

birthday. Instead, many of Josh's
{riends, neighbours and teach-
erszwill mark the day by gather-
ing'in his‘old school's

m to
._watch a powerful danceg:{rama

called JCE: beyond cool.

Staped by DasiceArts Vancou-
veras af"open dress rehearsal”
foran __'tf'ight-ci?' national tour

week,
the production is built on a
theme Josh's friends may find
tooclose for comfort. But then
cotzfort is not what ICE js
about. It's about teen suicide,

T7ang this particular performance

is being dedicated to the memeo-
ry of the Point Grey Secondary
student, who took his life just
OVEr @ year agéil

“—That it is taking 'place-on:’

Josh’s birthday s serendipitous,
or at least that's how his par-
ents, jude and Beén Platzer,
bravely try td think of it. Tt was

--Jude’s idea to bring ICE to the

high school as a way to promnte

licaithy dialogue o a topictoo.

often avoided.In fact, she be-
lieves Josh taight have celebrat-

_..&d his I7th,and many more.

birthdays; if channels of com-
munication béetween teens and
adults, heslth providersiand
counsellors; teachers.and par-
_ents were raore opén when her
sonwasalive, . o000
Lwrote briefly about Josh last
week, ina follow-up to a col-
uimnn abowt problems someocal
arents have had dsing the 91
e te find their missing chil-
dren. Jude then'invited me to
tea to talk about a bigger issue
— the problém ver whole Soci-
ety has finding ihe 'words and

—wili to confront the twin

plagues of depression and sui-

- cide that al} too'bften num miss-
© ing Kids into fragic statistics.

In Canada, suicide is the sec-

—ond leading cadse of death for

15~ to 19-vear-olds,.after car
crashes, According to the Cana-
dian Mental Health Association,
the svigide rate has alziost
quadropled in the past genera-
tion. Teenage boys are approxi-
mately three times more likely
to copunift suicide than girls; in
at least hutfof all cases there s &
link with depression. :
~ In Josh's case, depression was
diapnosed in his 16th year, and
medications preseribed, But the
bay resjsted taking the pills and
his parents were at 2 loss to
wonitor him. They did not get
the support they peeded from
health providers, says Jude
whaose anger is stili palpable,
The doctor.who prescribed

--—inti-depressaets did not inform

the Piatzers, opting 1c protect

At wasdike:a conspiracy of

:5aw him miss countless

in hissuicide:diary’ 2 and
friends, who'got so’use.
‘hearing him talk about deat
‘that tHey would joke with'h
aboutwhar kind of foneraihe

wanted. No one told s, axid he:

Jell through the cracks 1
Together, the Platzers migh
have struggled through1hi
rough period, says Jude,”
also had'a diffient tisse in'he;
adolescenice. InsteadiJosh-om
braced “a permanent solution
to a temporary problem.”

+ Jude has now turned her en-
ergy to raising funds for sup-
port of troubled teens and their
parents {she und her husband
gnve set up the Josh Platzer

Memorial Fund through the:

Vancouver Fonpdation) and to
getting the message out — that
communication can save lives.
Having read-about 1CE in the
hewspaper, she contacted Van-
couver DanceArts director Ju-
dith Marcuse and Point Grey's
vice-principal Walter
Mustapich and the three met at
the school's gym last spring,

¢ Marcuse’s initial response
was moixed: “I wanted to do i,
but this needs a large open
fpace. A gymisium presents
snarmous jogistical challenges.
The lighting trusses won't even
fit in. But Jade was persuasive.”

Jence—=the teachers, the school,
counsellors;ithe people w! o

" Grey,"” recalls Marcuse, "and she

The piece
Ceéntre thre

wha cal

- ‘avitheend,
. where audience members are
encouraged to respond. “Older
- people are sometimes quite
- shocked by what they've seen
. and heard,” says Marcuse,
“Younger people are ener-
gized” v
She describes a typical ex-

change: - :
blanched. Of course, that'is “'ﬁt ean we do?” asks & par-
Josh's birthday. 1t gives the per-  ent. “Here's what,” offers a
3 ight” . feepager, grabbing the micro-
JCEynfolds as a kind of day- ‘phione and detailing theznyriad
“the-frapitedife storynfia !
YOUDREL-woma 1s based on
three years of workshops Mar-
euse conductadin Vancouver
with more than 250 teenagers
The scriptiis by playwright
Tobn Lazarus: chorsography by
Marcuse and music by Grzeme 7
Coleiman. B
The director is Jaric Feyrma:
head of Langzra's Studio 58 the-
alre' program, a nuniber of

cotver's International Village.

“Ltold Jude that Sept2l was:
the only daté that would work
for an open rehearsal at Point

e.dialogue on teen suicides.

out. ’

“Suicide is not talked about
enough. Merital iliness is not
talked about,” says Marcuse,
whose two-year battle to raise
funds for the totir was almost
fost to the stigma of having
cne's name attached to such
themes. Though she earped
support from governments and

-charitable foundations, not one

corporate sponsor agreed to
back ICE — none of the retailers

“who clothe the kids and no one
- from the cosmetics or sporting

goods or music industries
whose fortunes turn on thoge
who are young and all foo often
desperate to be cool

For more information on the
DanceArts tour, call {tali free)
B77JCE-9Il ot visit the website
at wwwdaneearisde.ca. Details
an the Josh Platfer: Memoriat
Fund: 6852204555

The Foit Girey performance fs
by invitational to the school com-

press.sx' yutharn.ca




